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WELCOME  FROM THE PRESIDENT

Greetings Fellow Scholars! 

It is with great privilege and honor that I serve as your Presidentof the Holmes
ScholarsCouncil. I invite you to becomean activeparticipantin the HolmesScholars
Program as we prepare for careers in the education professorate and/or in
professionaldevelopmentschools. We represent the hopesand dreamsof those
who havegonebefore us,and the depth and talent that our fieldsof study haveto
offer. In order to nurture thesedreamsto fruition, it is our responsibilityto become
agentsof changein education through research,policy agenda,and professional
development. In addition to supporting the mission,goals,and objectivesof the
HolmesPartnership,the Councilalsocommitsto:

ÅIncrease communication between Scholars nationally
ÅIncrease collaboration between Scholars and Scholar Alumni
ÅOutline and define specific Scholar responsibilities
ÅReclaim and extend the Scholar network through the Holmes Partnership
ÅMaintain and increase Scholar involvement in professional development 

opportunities such as Holmes or other relevant conferences (i.e. AACTE, AERA)
ÅTransition graduating Scholars into the Scholar Alumni network (NAHSA)

Again, it is my distinct pleasureand a tremendous blessingto serve in such a
prestigiousand challengingrole within our organization. I am surroundedby the
best andbrightest that the field of educationhasto offer! Youmakeme look good!
Pleasefeel free to contact me with any questionsor suggestionsyou may havefor
improving our organization. Congratulationson your appointment as a Holmes
Scholar,andI wishyoucontinuedsuccessin yourstudiesandendeavors!

Bestwishesandmanyblessings!

CheronPeaches Hunter
President, Holmes Scholars Council
Auburn University School of Education

Doctoral Student, Reading Education
huntec1@auburn.edu
(334) 844-6883
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Annual Conference ςSan Antonio, TX

The National HolmesScholarsconference
in SanAntonio, TX was such a delightful
treat. Scholarsandalumsfrom all over the
country were in attendancefor four days
(January 24 ς 28, 2007) of intense
scholarship,motivation, mentorship and
networking. The speakers were
inspirationalandknowledgeable,providing
much needed guidanceon subject areas
rangingfrom the esotericto the routine.

The time spent with other scholarswas a
refreshingreminderof our mutual journey
through the maze of academia. I met
brilliant researchersbuzzing with ideas
and eccentric educators desirous of
sharing their wealth of experience,and
everyone in-between. Attendees were
kind, friendly andwilling to work together.
In fact, the most difficult decision was
forcing myself to bed. There was always
someoneto meet, somethingto do, some
questionto be answeredor somewhereto
be. I wasquite exhaustedat the endof the
trip, but I thoroughly enjoyed the
experience.

The foodτin a wordτwas delectable.
Kudosto the individualswho arrangedthis
gathering and supervised its successful
completion. Allow me to share our
collective thanks to the dozens of
institutionswho facilitated,supportedand
sent scholarsto this conference. Similar
gratitudeis in order for the dedicatedmen
and women working in the shadows,
planning,preparingand implementingthe
agenda for this gathering. You did an
excellent job, and we are quite pleased
with the results. I cannot wait for next
year!

Gregory Johnson

Pictures of this event are available on the web at:
www.gregorykirkjohnson.com/holmes.htm
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Updates

The ResearchClustersidea was born out of the 2007 conferenceand has gained momentum
through the formation of the following clusters: EducationalLeadershipand Urban Education,
Portait of Hope: TheHolmes'ScholarExperience,InternationalEducation,Educational/Instructional
Technology,Cultural,Academic,andSocialCapital,andSpecialEducation.

Scholarsshouldexpectto hearfrom a ResearchClusterConvenerwho will gatherinterestedpersons
to decideon a chairpersonand chart a coursetoward a collaborativeresearchproject. Forscholars
who havenot associatedwith a researchclusterandwishto do so(or for questions),pleasecontact
AngeliqueNasah(ebonypearl@gmail.com)in order to haveyourselectionnoted.

Holmes Scholar FashaadCrawford from the University of Louisville at 
a morning meeting with U.S. Senators for Illinois, Dick Durbin and 
Barak Obama, on Capitol Hill during the Holmes Scholars Leadership 
Institute in Washington, D. C. July 9-14, 2006.

At the coreof the Holmes'Scholarmissionis the developmentof young
scholars into professional academicianswhich includes developing
published work. The ResearchCoordinator is working to facilitate
natural collaborationsamongscholarsthat will produceresultsworthy
of publication.

From the desk of Angelique Nasah(Research Coordinator)
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Nicola Johnson (past 
president of Holmes 
Scholars council) was 
recently awarded the 
highest honor at UCFτ
the Order of Pegasus. 
Congratulations Nicola!  

�����]�š�}�Œ�[�•���v�}�š�����t she also 
successfully defended her 
dissertation a few weeks 
ago.

Nicola Johnson 
Speaking at the recent 
conference in Texas
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