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We have already sent our

collective thanks to everyone

involved in making this yearôs

Summer Institute a success,

but special appreciation goes

to Dr. Maxine Freund, Dr. Mike

Usdan, Ryan Fink, AACTE and

George Washington Uni-

versity. Your tireless efforts

and hard work gave us a

spectacular week. If you have

not experienced the Summer

Institute, start planning nowð
you need this!
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Victor Quinones 

Guerra

Victor Quinones Guerra ïColumbia University

Victor recently received notification from the 6th Annual Hawaii

International Conference on Education (January 5-8) that his

proposal "Bilingual literacy transfer among English language

learners" has been accepted. He was very pleased to have

another opportunity to return to Hawaii once again to participate

in an international forum and expand his socio-academic

network.

Even better, after sending out his CV to various local colleges

and universities in the New York City area for a possible

teaching position, he received a number of responses and

managed to secure a job at the College of New Rochelle. He is

currently teaching three undergraduate courses.

Congratulations Victor!

Kimberly Davis ïUniversity of Central Florida

Kimberly Davis, a University of Central Florida Holmes

Scholar, spent her summer as an intern at the United States

Department of Education in Washington, D.C. She worked

with Bonnie Jones in the Office of Special Education Programs

(OSEP). During her tenure, she worked closely on grant

activities of the office, as well as conducting an internal study

for the department.

The opportunity allowed her to meet and interact with

professionals within the Special Education community

nationwide via conferences, workshops, and meetings.

Kimberly was also able to visit with the Holmes Scholars who

participated in this summerôsLeadership Institute. In addition,

she had a delightful lunch with Dr. Sharon Robinson, the

President and Chief Executive Officer of AACTE. The

opportunity to connect with such an influential and successful

African-American woman was a highlight of her summer.

Kimberly Davis
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Stanley C. Trent, Ph.D.

Stanley reports he has just been 

appointed Assistant Dean for  Diversity 

and Equity in the Curry School of 

Education at the University of Virginia. His 

new address is provided on the right.

Congratulations Trent on such a 

noteworthy appointment. 

Marilyn Davis ïUniversity of New Mexico

Beginning November 1st, Marilyn Davis will be appointed to Chair the Presidentôs

Committee for Public Service and Community Engagement for the University of New

Mexico. The Committee is comprised of faculty, staff, students and community members

charged to bridge the divide between access to intellectual capital and resources and the

civic and community needs of the New Mexico. Congratulations Marilyn. We are very proud

of you and wish for your continued success.

Marilyn R. Davis, Ph.D., Holmes Scholar

Committee for Public Service and Community Engagement Coordinator, Chair & Provost

Research Service Learning Program

University College ïMSC06 3690

1 University of New Mexico

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87131-0001

davism@unm.edu

505.277.8282 (office)

505.277.3173 (fax)

Stanley C. Trent, Ph.D.

Assistant Dean for Diversity and Equity

Associate Professor of Special 

Education

University of Virginia

Curry School of Education

P.O. Box 400261, 250 Ruffner Hall

405 Emmet Street

Charlottesville, VA 22904-4260

Phone: (434) 924-7844

Fax: (434) 924-7461

sct3m@virginia.edu

Bernadine Pearson ïGeorge Mason 

University

Bernadine will be presenting at  her first 
conference on October 25 in St. Louis for the 
Mid Western Education Research Association 
(MIDWERA).  Congratulations Bernadine. 

mailto:sct3m@virginia.edu
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Luis Almeida ïPenn State

Luis has published the following articles:

Almeida, L., (In press). The effects of different learning strategies to facilitate

achievement of different educational objectives. Submitted to TechTrends.

Carr-Chellman, A., Zyian, M., Almeida, L., Pastore, R., Modak, R., & Gursoy, H. (in

press). Citations as a key to identity in the field of instructional design technology. Tech

Trends.

Carr-Chellman, A., & Almeida, L. (2007). Latinos and educational technology. In Soto,

L.D. (Ed.) (Ed.), The Praeger Handbook of Latino Education in the U.S. (136-138).

Westport, CT: Praeger.

Carr-Chellman, A., Gursoy, H., Almeida, L., & Beabout, B. (2007). Research

apprenticeships: A report on a model graduate programme in instructional systems.

British Journal of Educational Technology, 38(4), 637-655.

Gave the following presentations:

Almeida, L. (2007).The effects of different learning strategies in gaming to complement

different educational objectives. Harvard UniversityôsStudent Research Conference

(SRC), Cambridge, MA.

Beabout,B., Carr-Chellman, A., Almeida, L., Gursoy, H., Ma, Z., Modak, R.,& Pastore,

R. (2007, April). The perceptions of New Orleans educators on the process of

rebuilding the New Orleans School System after Katrina . Presented at Annual

Conference of American Education Research Association, Chicago, IL.

Gursoy, H., Carr-Chellman, A., Almeida, L., & Beabout, B. (2007, April).

Apprenticeships as a model graduate program. Presented at Annual Conference of

American Educational Research Association, Chicago, IL.

Carr-Chellman, A., Almeida, L., Beabout, B., & Gursoy, H. (2007, April). Prisonersô

perspective on school change. Presented at Annual Conference of American

Education Research Association, Chicago, IL.
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For this issue, I am trying something new. I am encouraging Scholars to submit opinion pieces 

observations or thoughts on education (that would be of interest to Holmes Scholars nationally) to the 

newsletter. Make your submissions about two pages in length, and I  will invite readers to submit 

feedback or responses to your articles by email to gregory@mail.ucf.edu. I will include your feedback in 

the next issue. Think of this as a place where you may bounce your ideas and see how well they stand 

up to scrutiny. 

Disclaimer: As always, the content of these opinion pieces do not reflect the collective views of Holmes 

Scholars or their sponsoring organizations, but is simply a reflection of the authorôs view.

REACTION TO AN ONLINE STATISTICS CLASS

As a technology major in education, I am required to embrace technology that expands or improves learning. 

However, I find that I am vigorously opposed to any online academic trend that seeks to replace rather than 

supplement teachers in the classroom. For instance, statistics is one of those courses that might bring anxiety to 

students with a long standing distaste for math. It is replete with complex concepts, populations, samples, charts, 

data representation and myriad esoteric techniques for interpreting, analyzing and presenting findings. 

I find statistics interesting and somewhat demanding! However, I was mentally prepared to wrestle this monster to a 

point of mutual understandingðan ñA-ñin the finalðuntil my first class. Our instructor announced in our first session 

that our statistics course would feature a mixed mode setting with some of the classes held online via WebCT.  This 

was upsetting! A class this complex had no business being taught online. Students neededðno, I needed a real 

teacherðnot a computerized lecture.

To add insult to injury, a casual trek through the class schedule revealed that eleven of our sixteen sessions would 

be online! My goodness . . . this was not mixed-mode. This was an online class with a few face-to-face meetings 

thrown in for good measure. Without letting up, our dear instructor continued to outline another revelation. She was 

doing research on studentsô attitudes and / or anxieties towards statistics and hoped we would be willing participants. 

How ironic! Why wouldnôt we be anxious? WebCT had become our statistics professor. 

This was academic hubris in benign form! Most students are familiar and comfortable with face-to-face classes in 

which students and teachers debate tough issues, solve problems together and nurse difficult social or awkward 

relations back to health. This is my preferred setting, and after a poll of most of my classmates, the same holds true 

for them. In fact, the two main reasons given for students choosing online classes are flexibility in class schedules 

and geographic freedom. Sadly, increased learning is never mentioned. 

Consequently, I find it completely unfair to be subjected to this kind of remote pedagogy in a subject area as taxing 

as statistics. Even worse, I find myself resenting the class, the assignments, the requirements and everything 

associated with the class. When assignments became imminent, I hesitantly crawled to the website only to find that 

due to administrative and technological issues I was unable to login to WebCT. The professor was unable to provide 

much assistance other than the usual pointers to ñcheck the troubleshooting section.ò Even worse, the tech 

department responsible for troubleshooting had a three day turn-around.

When tech support finally came to the rescue, and I was able to access WebCT, I was met with a bizarre interface in 

which assignments were not listed under the link aptly labeled ñassignmentsò but under the more descriptive 

ñmodules.ò I felt I was being ñPunkôd.ò In fact, I was anxiously awaiting Ashton Kutcherôsappearanceðcamera in 

handðfor us to have a roaring laughter at my expense. How else could one explain this travesty? 

Contd on next page
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